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FROM THE EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I write, (1st November), the rain is falling outside so, despite what you will read subsequently in 
the regular “… And the President” column, the interruption has come in November, with the start of 
the two-day fixtures, rather than October.  Hopefully, after reading Gerry’s column, you will be 
enticed to “sign up” early for Easter, 2015, prior to 31st December.  This month, Richard Patterson 
offers readers 10 basic suggestions concerning things worth quitting.  While I cannot claim to be a 
philosopher myself, to me these 10 suggestions make a lot of sense for the conduct of my daily life 
so I recommend Richard’s article to you. 
The introductions to our 13 new Panel Members continue with a further five “bios”, from Stuart 
Black, Theoné van der Merve, Peter Williams, Mohan Nair and Jamie Wyatt.  After reading these 
five “bios,” you have been introduced to nine of our 13 new members, via Law 43, so should the 
remaining four new members be reading this editorial and these “bios,” may I say that I should be 
very pleased to publish your “bios” if you would like to “put pen to paper” or “fingers to the 
keyboard!” 
The second report from the 2013-14 Victoria-New Zealand Umpire Exchange, this one from 
Eugene Sanders, Canterbury Districts, following his visit to Melbourne in February this year, is 
published in this issue.  We thank Eugene for his report together with his excellent photographs.  
Just publishing these in the absence of his text, would have provided an excellent summary of his 
exchange visit but may I also recommend his complete article. 
As a continuing regular reminder concerning Easter, 2015, I am pleased to be able to reproduce 
two further tributes to former Victorian Test Umpire, Ray Isherwood, with mention also of the late 
Rex Whitehead.  Both were passionate supporters of the Crockett Shield and, indeed, of the whole 
Easter Event.  I am grateful to SACUSA for permission to reproduce these tributes, previously 
published in the SACUSA Newsletter, Sticky Wicket, and I am sure you will find them of interest 
even if you did not know Ray and Rex personally. 

Trevor Finlayson 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 

THE “CHUCKING” SAGA CONTINUES 
Suspect Bowlers 
Sri Lanka has identified 85 school cricketers bowling with suspected illegal actions in its campaign 
to clean up the sport at the grassroots in the country.  Sri Lanka Cricket said in a statement on 
Thursday, that the bowlers identified included 60 spinners and 25 seamers.  The campaign comes 
amid tough action by the ICC to eliminate illegal bowling. 
 

(from “The Age” – 18th October, 2014) 
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… AND THE PRESIDENT 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The first month of the 2014-15 cricket season has now passed without a single weekend weather 
interruption!  In all my years of following cricket in Melbourne, I cannot ever recall such a mild and 
dry start to the season.  Despite the lack of rain, it is a testament to the fine work of our curators 
and clubs that most grounds and pitches seem to be in such great condition.  With the end of 
October comes the start of the Premier male two-dayers complete with red balls and white clothing 
and a time to brush up on the “proper cricket” rules again. 
Unfortunately for several of our umpiring colleagues, the first month has seen little or no cricket for 
them.  Our treasurer and past president, Trevor Finlayson, suffered a mild stroke in early October 
while Alan McCarthy and Lou Tenace were also hospitalised.  Dan Bomford was away in Europe 
celebrating Bernadette’s 60th birthday with his entire family and also took the opportunity to 
participate in the London half-marathon at the same time.  Together with the usual work and other 
unavailability reasons, the Cricket Victoria umpiring “cupboard” was almost bare for a time and at 
least two matches were officiated by only one accredited umpire.  
During this first month, I was appointed to umpire a game with the South African new panel 
member, Ras van der Merwe.  We had a great game together with the result decided on the last 
ball of the match.  It was also very interesting to hear of the progress of his daughter, Theoné van 
der Merwe, our only female panel umpire, aged 19 years of age.  Ras was very complimentary 
towards our umpiring department and especially to Richard Patterson for the time and training 
invested in young Theoné and as a consequence, I will follow her future umpiring career with 
much interest. 
On the social calendar, the first ‘friendly’ cricket match is scheduled to take place at Butler oval, 
Frankston on Sunday, 9th November, 2014, against the Australian Cricket Society.  This match will 
be our first opportunity to review our playing personnel stocks before the Crockett Shield match 
against SACUSA next Easter.  Speaking of Easter, final costings for all events and activities have 
now been finalised and a copy of the booking form is able to be downloaded from the VCAUSA 
website.  Members will note there is a 10% “early bird” discount for all family members attending 
Easter, if payment and booking is made before 31st December, 2014.  In January, the VCAUSA 
will also be arranging a restaurant night and an umpires’ and scorers’ table at the MUCC annual 
business breakfast.  Further details on these events will be announced closer to the dates.  
Finally, I would like to announce that Peter Smith, a former Cricket Victoria panel umpire with over 
300 games, has agreed to assist the Committee of Management with the purpose of 
communicating and keeping in touch with our retired and life members.  Good luck Peter! 

Gerry Schembri 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to this months column. 
Firstly, I should like to thank Jason Whalley for his recounting of his trip to Nepal.  I certainly 
picked up two items from his dissertation: 

1. Don’t be sloppy 
2. Don’t listen to your wife. 

The two-day games started last week with some interrupted matches due to inclement weather - 
something we did not see for the first five rounds.  For those who completed your Two-Day 
“homework,” I hope it helped.  The T20 competition starts on the 6th December with games on 
both the Saturday and Sunday of that weekend.  These games are double-headers on both days.  
I envisage that the panels will be split and we will only need half on Saturday and half on Sunday.   
During my research for this edition, I came across “10 things to quit.”  As with many “vices,” it is up 
to you to control what you can quit. 
10 Things to Quit 
1.  Quit procrastinating on your goals. 
Some people dream of success while others wake up and work hard at it.  Action and change are often 
resisted when they’re needed most.  Get a hold of yourself and have discipline.  Putting something off 
instantly makes it harder and scarier.  What we don’t start today won’t be finished by tomorrow.  And 
there’s nothing more stressful than the perpetual lingering of an unfinished task. 

The secret to getting ahead is simply getting started.  Starting, all by it-self, is usually sufficient to build 
enough momentum to keep the ball rolling.  So forget about the finish line and just concentrate on taking 
your first step.  Say to yourself, “I choose to start this task with a small, imperfect step.”  All those small 
steps will add up and you’ll actually get to see changes fairly quickly. 

2.  Quit blaming others and making excuses. 
Stop blaming others for what you have or don’t have, or for what you feel or don’t feel.  When you blame 
others for what you’re going through, you deny responsibility and perpetuate the problem.  Stop giving your 
power away and start taking responsibility for your life.  Blaming is just another sorry excuse, and making 
excuses is the first step towards failure; you and only you are responsible for your life choices and 
decisions. 

3.  Quit trying to avoid change. 
If nothing ever changed there would be no sunrise the next morning.  Most of us are comfortable where we 
are even though the whole universe is constantly changing around us.  Learning to accept this is vital to our 
happiness and general success.  Because only when we change, do we grow, and begin to see a world we 
never knew was possible.  And don’t forget, however good or bad a situation is now, it will change.  That’s 
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the one thing you can count on.  So embrace it, and realize that change happens for a reason.  It won’t 
always be easy or obvious at first, but in the end it will be worth it. 

4.  Quit trying to control the uncontrollable. 
If you try to control everything, and then worry about the things you can’t control, you are setting yourself up 
for a lifetime of frustration and misery.  Some forces are out of your control, but you can control how you 
react to things.  Everyone’s life has positive and negative aspects – whether you’re happy or not depends 
greatly on which aspects you focus on.  The best thing you can do is to let go of what you can’t control, and 
invest your energy in the things you can – like your attitude. 

5.  Quit talking down to yourself. 
Nothing will bring you down quicker than berating yourself.  The mind is a superb instrument if used right, 
but when used incorrectly, it becomes very destructive.  Be aware of your mental self-talk.  We all talk 
silently to ourselves in our heads, but we aren’t always conscious of what we’re saying or how it’s affecting 
us.  As Henry Ford once stated, “Whether you think you can, or you think you can’t, you’re right.”  One of 
the major causes of why we fail is due to self-doubt and negative self-talk.  The way to overcome negative 
thoughts and destructive emotions is to develop opposing, positive emotions that are stronger and more 
powerful.  Listen to your self-talk and replace negative thoughts with positive ones, over time you will 
change the trajectory of your life. 

6.  Quit criticizing others. 
The negativity you bleed out toward others will gradually cripple your own happiness.  When you truly feel 
comfortable with your own imperfections, you won’t feel threatened or offended by the imperfections you 
see in other people.  So stop worrying about the flaws you see in everyone else, and focus on yourself.  Let 
the constant growth and improvement in your own life keep you so busy that you have no time left to 
criticize others. 

7.  Quit running from your problems and fears. 
Trust me, if everyone threw their problems in a pile for you to see, you would grab yours back.  Tackle your 
problems and fears swiftly, don’t run away from them.  The best solution is to face them head on, no matter 
how powerful they may seem.  Fears, in particular, stop you from taking chances and making decisions.  
They keep you confined to just the small space where you feel completely comfortable.  But your life’s story 
is simply the culmination of many small, unique experiences, many of which require you to stretch your 
comfort zone.  Letting your fears and worries control you is not ‘living,’ it’s merely existing.  Bottom line: 
Either you own your problems and fears, or they will ultimately own you. 

8.  Quit living in another time and place. 
Some people spend their entire lives trying to live in another time and place.  They lament about what has 
been, what they could have done, or what they might become.  However, the past is gone, and the future 
doesn’t exist.  No matter how much time we spend thinking and lamenting about either, it doesn’t change 
anything.  One of life’s sharpest paradoxes is that our brightest future hinges on our ability to pay attention 
to what we’re doing right now, today.  We need to live more in the moment.  Living in the moment requires 
active, open, intentional awareness on the present.  Don’t fantasize about being on vacation while at work, 
and don’t worry about the work piling up on your desk when you’re on vacation.  Live for now.  Notice the 
beauty unfolding around you. 

9.  Quit trying to be someone you’re not. 
One of the greatest challenges in life is being yourself in a world that’s trying to make you like everyone 
else.  Someone will always be prettier, someone will always be smarter, someone will always be younger, 
but they will never be you.  Don’t change so people will like you.  Be yourself and the right people will love 
you, and you’ll love yourself more too. 

(continued on page 14) 
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MEET OUR NEW PANEL MEMBERS (CONT’D) 

We continue to introduce readers to our new Panel members for this season.  The following five 
“bios” make a total of nine published to date. 

Ed. 
------------------------------------------------------ 

Stuart Black:  After years as a ripping-but-wayward leg-spinner for Koonung 
Heights and Balwyn in his early 20s, and enjoying being a player-umpire, Stuart 
signed up for the Mercantile Association after the Ashes series of 2005 with “The 
Sandman” Steve Abbott's words ringing in his head of, “I'm relaxed, because I'm a 
qualified cricket umpire.”  Well, if The Sandman can do it... 
A season and a half later, marital commitments took him to Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa, where he worked as a primary science teacher and immediately joined the 

Eastern Province CUA as an umpire and as a trainer to train other umpires.  He was sent on inter-
provincial, school-age tournaments, premier finals, professional, inter-provincial, warm-up 
matches, and an IPL warm-up for the Punjab Kings. 
Six years later, Stuart has returned to rejoin his old crew, “the Mercs” and its committee, joined the 
Subdistrict Association, umpired throughout Winter in the Mid-Year Cricket Association, and indoor 
cricket at Oakleigh, just to keep his eye in, passed the Winter exam and is now in “the Prems.”  
Which means disappointing the Subbies after only half a season.  Sorry guys! 
Currently working as an occasional relief teacher anywhere South of the river, but more often for 
his brother's business as an Indoor Environment Assessor (mould detection).  It pays better than 
teaching, but then, so do most things. 
A strong interest in film, theatre, science articles, board games, red wine, and music with a 
slapping bass.  Writes the occasional film, acts in the occasional play, coaches the occasional kid, 
plays the occasional match! 

----------------------------------------------------- 
Peter Williams:  G’day all.  My name is Peter Williams.  I have been married to 
my long-suffering wife, Rosa, for over 20 years and I have two wonderful kids an 
18 year old daughter, Belinda and a 16 year old son, Thomas. 
My love of cricket started when I was about six, running in and bowling at my 
older cousins at the Christmas BBQ full pelt with a tennis ball – I just wanted to 
bowl fast. 
I went to Assumption College in Kilmore where Ray Carroll also fed my love of the 
game - I played U13’s through to U16’s there, and then moved to Benalla to 
complete my secondary schooling, where I played for St Joseph’s in the Benalla 

and District Cricket Association, winning a B grade premiership in my second year.  I got a job in 
Melbourne and became a cricket nomad for a few years, playing  at a number of outdoor clubs 
and playing indoor cricket at South Melbourne, Coburg and Collingwood in Superleague, before I 
settled  at STC South Camberwell in the Eastern Suburbs Cricket Association (as it was known 
then) for many years.  Highlights were playing in the Rep side against the Box Hill Reporter Rep 
side and winning the Competition B&F (A.T. Dunstan Medal). 
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I then moved house and played a number of years at Wheelers Hill, winning a premiership in the A 
grade of the BHRDCA, and being Club Secretary for a number of years.  I then moved again and 
played a few years at Southern Pirates B Grade, before retiring for the first time. 
I missed cricket so I returned to playing with STC in their “old buggers” C grade side, playing for a 
few years, before my work, State Trustees, moved 100 jobs to Bendigo.  I jumped at the chance to 
relocate to the country.  I played two years at Bendigo before breaking both of my wrists in a 
Baseball accident.  The surgeon made it clear that cricket, golf, basketball, baseball – anything 
that involved weighted contact to the wrists was now out of the question – hence the end of my 
playing career. 
I umpired a few games in the Bendigo District Cricket Association in 2013/14 before heading down 
for the Winter Classes, sitting the exam and being fortunate enough to be selected on to the 
Premier Cricket panel. 
I very much look forward to meeting you when our paths cross throughout my umpiring journey. 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
Theoné van der Merwe:  Born in South Africa amidst the 1995 Rugby World Cup 
Series and brought up by a big family of sporting enthusiasts, it was inevitable that 
sport would become a big part of my life.  I moved to Australia at the tender age of 
six and although I sincerely love Australia and see it as my home, my support 
would always lie with the Springboks.   

Growing up, I was surrounded with all kinds of sports and as such, maximised the value of our 
family’s Fox Sports subscription.  However, it was the Boxing Day Test Match of 2008/09, 
watching JP Duminy make 166 runs on his test debut to give South Africa their first test series win 
in Australia, where I found my love for cricket.  Since then I steadily built a reputation at secondary 
school as a somewhat knowledgeable cricket enthusiast and would go on to captain our school’s 
annual girls’ cricket team.  Most of the banter about cricket and footy were between me and the 
boys and I’m convinced that their dismissal of any “clued up” arguments by a girl regarding male 
dominated sports, fuelled my competitive spirit.   
After completion of Yr 12 in 2013, I decided to take a gap year and was looking for opportunities to 
get involved with the sport.  An invitation from The Cricket Victoria website to become an umpire 
sounded appealing and prompted me to enrol for the winter course.  Being the only female 
amongst so many male participants was a bit surprising but the CV officials took a heart-warming 
interest in me and made me feel very welcome. 
My first experience at the induction meeting with CV umpires was a positive one and I hope to 
make a positive contribution to the panel. 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
Mohan Nair:  A very, very big G’day to all the members of the Cricket Victoria 
Premier Umpires’ Panel.  My name is Mohan Nair and as my name suggests, I 
was born 41 years ago in sub-continent, India to be precise, in a city called Pune 
which is 150km from Mumbai which is the home town of Sachin Tendulkar, 
arguably the greatest ever Cricketer after Sir Don. 
I am married to my wife, Preedhu, for the last 17 years and have a wonderful 
son, Rajeev, who is 14 years old, is a budding young cricketer and is a student of 

Parade College Bundoora.  I also have my mum with me here in Melbourne on a small visit.  She 
is a keen cricket lover and is looking forward to seeing me officiating a game.  I was fortunate 
enough to migrate to this amazing country, more importantly to this beautiful city which has the 
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mantle of being the capital city of sports and which has unlimited opportunities if you are willing to 
put in the “hard yards.”  
Off the Cricket field, I am a professional Engineer and am currently working for G.M. Holden and 
am responsible for all the crankshafts which go into Holden Commodores.  I am a sports fan and 
love my cricket as well as footy, tennis, etc.  I am a mad Saints fan (who is going through a rough 
ride with a tightly buckled seat-belt) but am confident that we will rise above the ladder pretty 
quickly. 
Coming back to cricket, I played until my college days in India but no experience here “down 
under” as I am busy taking my son around for his training and games.  I am associated with Junior 
Cricket and help in scoring, preparing the ground, setting up training sessions, etc. 
My favourite umpire is Simon Taufel and I agree with what he always says, “To be a good umpire 
you have to be a good person”. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Jamie Wyatt:  I first joined the CV Umpiring Panel for the 2001/02 season after 
one season in the Subbies.  Unfortunately, work commitments took me away from 
Melbourne, and I resigned from the panel at the completion of the 2002/03 season.  
I then continued my playing career with White Hills in Bendigo and on my return to 
Melbourne with Gunbower United.  I became President of GUCC in 2010, sharing 
in the club’s 2010/11 and 2011/12 premierships.  After finally recognising the 
difference in ambition and ability, I am now returning to umpiring to continue 
enjoying the best cricket in the state. 

When summer is over, I am heavily involved with my local football team (Diggers Rest).  I am the 
clubs IT and Social Media Manager, and on the weekends, a Sports Trainer (and occasional 
“Water Boy”). 
Away from my sporting commitments, I am married to Rebecca with two girls, Sophie [7] and 
Isabelle [1].  By trade I am a “Phoney” after working for 10 years with Telstra/Commander and am 
now an ICT Manager at a small software company. 

------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 

THE CONFUSED UMPIRE – A SUPPOSEDLY TRUE STORY 
 

“This originated from a dialogue overheard at Royal Park, when an opposition batsman given out 
amid a flurry of bat, gloves and pads, remonstrated belligerently with the presiding official.  ‘How 
the …. was that out?’ he demanded.  ‘Caught behind or lbw?’  The umpire replied thoughtfully, ‘A 
bit of both.’” 

(from The Vincibles, Gideon Haigh (Text Publishing, Melbourne, 2002) p 70.) 
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2013-14 VICTORIA-NEW ZEALAND UMPIRE EXCHANGE 
(CONT’D) 

Eugene Sanders in Melbourne 
The first morning of my exchange started very early, with a 4:30 am arrival at Christchurch Airport 
for a 6:30am flight.  I  arrived in Melbourne at 8:20 am and got to meet up with Richard Patterson 
(Cricket Victoria Umpire Manager) and fellow Auckland umpire, 
Glynn Hammond, after 9:00 am.  On the drive into town, I noticed a 
smoky haze hanging in the air, which was from the bushfires.  We 
made our way to Cricket Victoria, received our exchange pack from 
Richard and spent some time going through the two formats of 
playing conditions for our Premier game and Country Week.  One 
thing that impressed me about Richard was how organised he was 
and left nothing to chance.  We were then given our gear for the 
week and were taken to The Hugh Trumble Café at the MCG for lunch, where we also got to meet 
up with Bob Parry who is from Cricket Australia.  We also got to watch an Icon Cup game which 

was on during lunch.  After lunch we made our way by foot to the Mantra on 
Jollimont, which would be our base for the next nine days. 
Saturday morning started with a great breakfast, and then Richard 
Patterson picked me up at 8:45 am for the first day of the Premier 1st XI 
game at The Bill Lawry Oval in Northcote between Northcote and 
Dandenong, with a warm 27°C.  I was introduced to all those involved with 

the game and did the stumps and toss and when I looked again, it was time for the 1st ball.  Sadly, 
we wore black armbands in respect to 11-year old Luke Batty who was beaten to death by his 
father with a cricket bat that week.  Northcote bowled first and got Dandenong all out for 297 off 67 
overs with the highlight being Michael Sweeney getting his 100 off 100 balls and I was really busy 
with the first four wickets at my end of which I had to give three (two caught behinds and one 
LBW).  We then lost 22 minutes to rain – yes, I said rain, 
which left 20 overs for Northcote to face for the day, in which 
they scored 82/4.  We had one State/BBL contracted player by 
the name of Marcus Stoinis playing for Northcote who hit 61 
(off 50 balls) of the 82 runs made by Northcote on Day 1. 

Sunday, greeted us with heavy rain in the morning while Glynn and I were 
having breakfast.  At about lunchtime the skies cleared and it turned out to 
be a great day, so we went for a long walk along the Yarra River and took in 
some of the city sights.  That night I was picked up by Adam Hawking, who 
was the exchange umpire to Christchurch and we took a drive around 
Melbourne, with the highlight being taken on the Melbourne F1 Grand Prix 

track (Albert Park) and followed by a catch-up dinner and chat.  Thanks Adam. 
Monday morning at 8:30 am, I was picked up by Graham Slater for the first 
Country week fixture at Princes Park, Carlton, between 2nd Division Ballarat 
and Benalla.  We did our pre-match duties, had a cup of tea and I was 
introduced to a very pleasant gentleman by the name of John McConville 
who is the Chairman of the CV Pennant Committee and our host for the day 
at Carlton.  I was most impressed by this ground and its facilities.  Ballarat 
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won the toss and chose to bat, scoring 228/8 in 50 overs and this was followed by an exciting run 
chase.  At one stage, Benalla was 121/7 when Matt Stevenson arrived at the crease and blitzed 
92 runs including 6x4’s and 8x6’s, but unfortunately they ended up 3 runs short at 226/10 after 50 
overs.  After the game John presented me with a Carlton shirt, cap and drink bottle as souvenirs.  
Graham then took me out for a meal at an Italian restaurant on Lygon Street.  Great meal, great 
company and a great day of cricket! 

Tuesday morning at 8:30 am, I was picked up by Bill 
Sheahan (ex-Test Umpire), my colleague for the second 
Country Week fixture at the Melbourne University ground, 
between Geelong and Bairnsdale.  Our facilities were air-
conditioned porta-cabins, as they were rebuilding the 
Pavilion and that came in handy, as it was a sunny 28°C.  

Geelong won the toss and put Bairnsdale in to bat.  They scored 166/8 off 50 overs and 53/1 off 
six overs, but Geelong could only score 133/10 in 44 overs in reply.  Yet another great day on the 
field with a great colleague! 
That evening I was invited to the CV Training and Development night, which started off with a BBQ 
and drinks, catered for by the VCAUSA.  I was then put with a Table of seven other umpires for 
the night.  One thing that “blew me away” was the number at the meeting which was close on 100.  
We at Canterbury would, at a push, get 15 together.  There were a few speakers of various 
distinctions, a quiz and a few awards handed out.  One award was to my colleague Bill, who 
received a certificate for standing in 550 Premier 1st XI (and above) games.  I was presented with 
a bottle of port, a polo shirt from the VCAUSA Centenary celebration and an annual report. 
Wednesday was an off day which I used to do more sightseeing and took a trip into Richmond, to 
the Victoria Gardens Shopping Centre, to do some shopping for the family.  Also I used the 
opportunity to do laundry and catch on the notes for this report.  That evening Glynn and I went to 
The Young and Jacksons Pub on Flinders Street for dinner and a catch up of his days play.  
Thursday was the last of my Country Week games at The Bill Lawry Oval, Northcote.  My partner 
for the day was Gerry Schembri (President of the VCAUSA).  We arrived at the ground and were 
met by Shane, our host.  We did our pre-match routines for our Division 3 match between 
Goulburn Murray and West Gippsland.  Today was the coldest day of the week, as we had our 
jackets on from start to finish.  West Gippsland batted first and scored 284/5 off 50 overs, which 
Goulburn Murray chased down in 49 overs at 285/7.  They then went on to score another 10 runs 
in the one extra over.  The highlight of that innings was the 110 runs scored by Liam Gwynne off 
78 balls.  Thanks Gerry for an enjoyable day. 
Thursday night, we were taken out for dinner to an Irish Pub called PJ O’Brien’s.  There was good 
company at the dinner namely: Richard Patterson, Darryl Cox, Graham Slater, Gerry Schembri, 
Darrell Holt and Bill Ellemor.  It was an interesting night listening to Darrell talking about his days 
as an umpire and tucking into Kangaroo steak.  Thanks Cricket Victoria. 
Friday was another day off, which Glynn and I used to catch the free 
City Circle Tram and do some shopping at the Greg Chappell cricket 
shop.  We met up with Darryl and Richard at Cricket Victoria and 
went for lunch at “The G.”  This is where we got the tour of a lifetime 
around the MCG, namely: the stands, on to the test wicket, dressing 
room, umpires’ room and media room.  The Victoria Country Week 
final was being played at the MCG between Geelong and Mornington 
Peninsula with Bill and Darrell as the umpires. 
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Saturday morning was unfortunately my last day of cricket and day 2 of the Premier game 
between Northcote and Dandenong.  It turned out to be another cool day, but the cricket was 
hotting up.  Northcote were dismissed in the 1st innings for 120 off 41 overs, still 177 runs behind.  
They were put in again and failed to make any headway, being dismissed for 151/9.  So 
Dandenong won outright and on first innings.  Overall the game was played hard but in good 
spirits. 

Saturday night Glynn and I treated ourselves to a great curry dinner on 
Flinders Street and a walk around the Twilight Festival after dinner.  Back 
to the Mantra, packed and in bed for a 6:30 am taxi pickup for the airport 
and Goodbye Melbourne. 
The exchange was definitely the highlight of my umpiring career.  Cricket 
Victoria and all those involved could not have made me feel more 
welcome.  If I was asked what could be changed or improved, I would say 

nothing and to all my fellow umpires in Canterbury, this is definitely something to work towards 
being selected for. 
I should like to thank Cricket Victoria and VCAUSA and especially the following: Richard 
Patterson, Darryl Cox, Graham Slater, Bill Sheahan and Gerry Schembri for a memorable trip and 
I hope to catch up with you all in the future.  Lastly, thanks to Canterbury Regional Umpires’ and 
Scorers’ Association and especially Tony Scott for the opportunity. 

Eugene Sanders 
-------------------------------------------------- 

SOME SIGNIFICANT RECENT MILESTONES 
The following milestones were recognised at the CV Training and Development Meeting on 
Tuesday, 14th October. 
350 Games John Ward Round 1, 2014-15 
200 1st XI Games Chris Allan Round 2, 2014-15 
250 Games Colin Hall Round 17, 2013-14 
 Gordon Jones Semi-Final, 2013-14 
150 Games Ken Hobbs Round 17, 2013-14 
 Samy Muthugounder Round 16, 2013-14 
100 Games Gary Baldwin Round 3, 2014-15 
 Francesco Fabris Round 18, 2013-14 
 Alan McCarthy Round 3, 2014-15 
 Alistair Thomas Round 18, 2013-14 
(continued from page 7) 
10.  Quit being ungrateful. 
Not all the puzzle pieces of life will seem to fit together at first, but in time you’ll realize they do, perfectly.  
So thank the things that didn’t work out, because they just made room for the things that will.  And thank 
the ones who walked away from you, because they just made room for the ones who won’t.  No matter how 
good or bad you have it, wake up each day thankful for your life.  Someone somewhere else is desperately 
fighting for theirs.  Instead of thinking about what you’re missing, try thinking about what you have that 
everyone else is missing. 

Remember:  Mental toughness is the ability to control your thoughts and emotions and the ability to 
NOT allow your thoughts and emotions control you. 

Richard Patterson 
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Rex Whitehead 
(1948-2014) 

 
Ray Isherwood 

(1938-2014)

THE CROCKETT SHIELD MISSION CONTINUES – “FAREWELL 
TO VICTORIAN MATES” 

Ray Isherwood - A friend since the year man walked 
on the moon 
It must have been about seven years ago that Ray moved to 
Adelaide to live, but I first met him in 1969 when he was a 
member of the VCAUA umpires’ team that played in the biennial 
Crockett Shield cricket match on Easter Saturday at Sacred Heart 

College.  When he moved to SA, he was warmly welcomed to activities involving our Umpires’ 
Association since he was a valued and highly respected colleague whose long involvement with 
our Easter activities ensured his history was known by many of us. 
As a young man, Ray played football and cricket in Melbourne for the Croxton Methodist Club.  He 
was a ruckman/forward in the footy team and must have shown the grit, determination and ability 
that won him plenty of respect.  The football club has only won two premierships in its history and 
Ray was a player in both.  Sadly, both the club and competition are now defunct.  As a 
batsman/wicketkeeper I have been informed Ray featured in a partnership of 147 with Jack Potter, 
who was to become one of the great Victorian Sheffield Shield players of the 1960s.  I was told 
Ray’s contribution in holding up an end was significant, even though he did not score a run 
himself. 
On retiring, Ray goal umpired VFA for several years.  His partner in many games was Adrian 
Crawley, who also became a VCA umpire.  Ray then joined the VCA umpiring ranks in a career 
from 1962 to 1988, earning a reputation for his fairness, integrity and good decision making in 287 
matches for his Association, including 227 First XI games and six finals at that level.  Add 23 
Sheffield Shield, four Four-Day Internationals, 21 One-Day Internationals, nine domestic one- 
dayers and four International games, all demonstrating his prowess.  These fine achievements 
included a crowning glory with three Test Match appearances.  Ray also umpired the first Day 
/Night game played on the MCG when England and Australia met.  He served on the VCA 
Umpires’ Association Committee from 1973 until 1984, including a term as President, and was 
made a Life Member in 1978.  He served during that era with Rex Whitehead - also a VCAUA Past 
President and Life Member, who recently passed away in Adelaide.  Both were past Captains of 
the VCAUA Crockett Shield teams.  It was of special significance that Carole Whitehead attended 
this Memorial Service to honour their long association and friendship.  Ray and Rex umpired many 
Sheffield Shield games together, along with four-day games against visiting International sides. 
Ray and his Easter involvement was significant - a big part and an important factor in building a 
great rapport and friendship base between the VCA and the SACA umpiring fraternities.  The 
Fielding trophy for Victoria in our Easter games bears his name.  Ray’s determination in seeing his 
beloved Victoria succeed was a strong motivating factor in his play.  In all, he holds the record for 
the VCAUSA with twelve appearances over his 25 years in the competition.  Other wonderful 
Victorians, in Dan Bomford  and Darrell Holt, have managed to play ten matches, which equals the 
late Fred Godson’s record for SA, whilst Rex played six.  Ray and Freddie held a special level of 
friendship and respect that was apparent when they were together.  Ray also enjoyed the 
company of the late Jack Kierse and Ron Joseph, with their reminiscences remaining one of the 
endearing memories I hold of our Easter visits. 
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In the early years of Crockett Shield games, SA dominated the wins, and when Ray first played in 
1963, they had won eight out of eleven.  During Ray’s era, that gap gradually reduced, not without 
pain for both States, as many games were close and hard fought, with little or no compromise.  
Despite Ray holding the highest standards in protecting the spirit of the game, his strong desire to 
win got the best of him in the 1977 match played at Flinders University.  He was batting, and miss-
hit a drive that was ballooning back over the bowler’s head.  The bowler was running backwards 
with eyes on the ball and was about to take the catch, when Ray, making his run, called out “hey, 
hey, hey” and the bowler spilled the catch.  Of all people, John Wilson was fielding near me.  He 
quickly said “he can’t do that” and appealed under the ‘Obstructing the Field’ law.  The umpire had 
no option but to give him out.  Ray never questioned or complained, even in later years when it 
was raised. 
This year he was invited to be part of a panel to select the SACUSA inaugural Hall of Fame 
members, something for which he was very proud.  He said in response, “I look upon this as a 
great honour for an old adversary.”  However, my memories of Ray will continue to honour a fine 
man of integrity, quiet of nature, but astute and very good company.  He will be fondly 
remembered by those in our cricket fraternity who have had dealings with him, but of course, he 
had many friends beyond cricket and I know the lawn bowls community will honour his contribution 
and mourn his passing.  

Peter Weddell 

Crockett Shield rivals – but friends for life 
Ray Isherwood and I met on Easter Saturday, 1967, at the Junction Oval, St Kilda, Melbourne.  
Ray was the wicketkeeper for the Vics and I was the wicketkeeper for SA.  He was a friendly, 
intelligent opponent who could add a few comments between overs during the game.  I followed 
suit and added a few myself.  Ray was passionate about cricket and played his matches with 
enthusiasm and a desire to win.  Good attributes.  He was a quietly spoken man with innovative 
ideas on and off the field and great company over a refreshment after a game.  One could see 
why he was chosen to be on the panel for the Hall of Fame selections. 
The SA team absolutely demolished their opponents in this game and SA won 151 runs to about 
55 runs.  We were lucky to win the toss and the Vics had to bat first on a wet wicket.  Ray was the 
first to congratulate our side after the win and bought the first round of drinks in the nearby St Kilda 
Hotel.  The late Fred Godson (a Hall of Fame inductee) was captain of SA in this winning game. 
Ray and I remained friends for almost 50 years and Ray was a regular visitor to Test Umpires 
reunions over the years.  Ray attended many socials organised by the SACUA/SACUSA and his 
biggest "love" was attending the Adelaide Oval during first-class games.  Adelaide was his 
adopted home in his final years, and bowls and cricket made that enjoyable for him.  Ray was 
accepted into the SA culture and he was always thankful for that.  Sadly the SACA President's 
luncheon during the 2013 Test Match was the last occasion that Ray Isherwood and Rex 
Whitehead attended together, along with other former Test Umpires. 
Credit must go to the SACA CEO for providing honorary tickets to Ray and Rex during their 
retirement years spent in Adelaide, in recognition of their Australian Test umpiring status, yet they 
were achieved whilst living in Victoria.  It was a great honour for them.  Both gentlemen were a 
credit to their families and the umpiring fraternity and will be missed at the next Test Umpires’ 
reunion sometime in the future. 

Max O’Connell 
(SACUSA and the Editor of Sticky Wicket are acknowledged for their permission to publish the above article, “Farewell 
to Victorian Mates.” 

Ed.) 
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 

The 2014-15 VCAUSA calendar as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 
 

Date Activity Notes 
Tuesday, 2 December, 
7:30 pm 

VCAUSA CoM Venue: refer to Agenda or 
Secretary 

Tuesday, 16 December, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D Meeting Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval 
(Team Photograph) 

Tuesday, 13 January, 7:30 
pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Venue: refer to Agenda or 
Secretary  

Thursday, 15 January, 
7:00 pm 

VCAUSA Curry Night Tandoori Den, Camberwell 
Road, Camberwell 

Tuesday, 20 January, 7:00 
pm 

CV T&D Meeting Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval 

Wednesday, 11 February, 
5:30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Friday, 13 February MUCC Business Breakfast Join Umpires’ & Scorers’ Table 
Details TBA 

Tuesday, 17 February, 
6:30 pm 

“Sausage Sizzle” and CV 
T&D Meeting 

Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval 

Wednesday, 18 February, 
5.30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Sunday, 22 February, 
11:00 am 

VCAUSA Cricket Match vs 
The Forty-Niners 

Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 24 February, 
7.30 pm 

VCAUSA CoM Novotel, Glen Waverley 

Wednesday, 25 February, 
5.30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 3 March, 7:00 
pm 

CV T&D Meeting (Finals 
Umpires only) 

CV, Jollimont 

Wednesday, 4 March, 5.30 
pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Wednesday, 11 March, 
5.30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Wednesday, 18 March, 
5:30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Saturday, 21 March VCAUSA Finals BBQ Tent Jollimont Oval 
Wednesday, 25 March, 
5:30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Wednesday, 1 April, 5:30 
pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Friday to Monday, 3 to 6 
April 

VCAUSA/SACUSA Easter 
Event 

Glen Waverley 

Friday, 8 May VCAUSA Dinner and 
Presentation Night 

Veneto Club, Bulleen 

 


